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Simpson Strong-Tie Co., Inc.     5956 W. Las Positas Boulevard, Pleasanton, CA 94588     Phone: 925.560.9000    Fax: 925.847.1605    www.strongtie.com    

January 23, 2008  

Kurt Stochlia 
Vice President 
ICC Evaluation Services, Inc. 
Los Angeles Business/Regional Office 
5360 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, California  90601  

Re:  February ICC-ES Committee Hearing  
Proposed revisions to AC118  

Dear Kurt,  

This letter is in response to the proposals for revisions to ICC-ES AC118 offered by Hilti in at 
letter to ICC-ES dated December 1, 2007.   

With regard to the second part of the first revision proposal in the December 1st  letter, our 
recommendation is that substantiation be provided by the proposal proponent regarding the 
addition of AC118 Section 6.7 that would have a statement indicating that screw fasteners that 
are not stainless steel shall be limited to dry, interior applications.

 

 We recommend that this 
Section 6.7 not be added until substantiation has been provided as it has been our experience that 
many other coatings perform adequately in corrosive environments.  

With regard to the third revision proposal in the December 1st  letter, Simpson Strong-Tie has 
specifications for core hardness that our screws must comply with and that core hardness can 
affect screw performance.  In addition, if the core hardness if highly variable, then it is hard to 
obtain consistent case hardness.  Therefore, we recommend that the current language in AC118 
Section 2.1.1.3 remain the same.  

Please contact me with any questions regarding this subject.  

Sincerely, 
Simpson Strong-Tie Co., Inc. 

 

Jeff Ellis, P.E., S.E. 
Senior Engineering Project Manager  
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January 23, 2008 AC118-0208-R1 
 
Kurt Stochlia, P.E.  
Vice President 
ICC Evaluation Service 
5360 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA  90601 
 
Dear Mr. Stochlia, 
 
The Steel Stud Manufacturers Association (SSMA) has reviewed the correspondence on changes to 
Acceptance Criteria AC118.  The Steel Stud Manufacturers Association (SSMA) supports item #1 from 
Mr. Andrew Liechti’s letter dated December 1, 2007, which states, in part, that for Sections 3.1.1.2, 3.1.2, 
3.1.3.1, 3.1.3.2 and 3.1.4* [of the Acceptance Criteria 118] “The coating requirement for these sections 
referring to the IBC and UBC should be modified to either no requirement or should require a 12 hour salt 
spray rating per ASTM B 117”.  
 
SSMA has based this support on the results of the 2005 University of Hawaii Fastener corrosion Study, as 
well as the International Lead Zinc Research Organization (ILZRO) study being conducted by the 
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) Research Center, which we find corresponds to the 
minimum time required for appearance of red rust in ASTM F1941.  
 
The SSMA understands that the requirements under the 2006 International Residential 
Code® (IRC) will remain unchanged. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  SSMA will have a representative at the February 5 hearing on this issue; we 
look forward to a mutually agreeable resolution. 
 
Sincerely, 
STEEL STUD MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 
Don Allen, P. E. 
Technical Director 
 
* The Hilti letter stated section 3.1.3.4, which does not exist in the Acceptance Criteria.  We believe Mr. Liechti 
meant section 3.1.4, which does have corrosion resistance requirements. 
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